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Coastland University

Course Syllabus

Integrating Faith and Learning

(2 Units)

Fall, 2004

Thursdays, 9:00-11:00 am, Forbes Campus

Robert A. Harris

www.virtualsalt.com/int/

But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.

—1 Thes. 5:21

And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.

—John 8:32

Course Description:

This course examines the theory and practice of integrating Christian knowledge and the Biblical worldview of reality with disciplinary academic learning and all other knowledge. 

Required Book:

Harris, Robert A. The Integration of Faith and Learning. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2004. ISBN: 1-59244-671-X. (Available from Amazon.com or www.wipfandstock.com)

Other Required Readings:

Several articles will be assigned during the semester.

Overview:

The course seeks to develop a unifying framework for the assessment of knowledge claims and to find coherence and consistency in the realm of truth and among its sources (empirical, rational, experiential, revealed). Truth is viewed as objective, unified, and transcendent. The Christian worldview is taken as the foundational viewpoint for examining knowledge claims arising from other worldviews and ideologies, principally scientific naturalism and postmodernism. Christian knowledge, reason, and logic are the tools used to assess the accuracy and competence of knowledge claims arising from within competing worldviews or subview ideologies (Eastern mysticism, feminism, Marxism, and so on). 

At the heart of the problem of learning and knowledge in the twenty-first century is an information war, where the value of truth is often placed below the value of political or ideological goals. Many knowledge claims are made on bases other than the belief in their objective truth. A first challenge of integration between faith and learning, then, is to discover and analyze which claims are actually true and accurate. The course will discuss and practice several tools of analysis.

A second challenge of integration is the development of a working Christian worldview, identifying which specific aspects are crucial for use in the process of connecting faith and learning. The course will identify the focus points on which the worldview conflicts center.

The third challenge lies in the practical strategies for bringing together various components of Christian knowledge and general knowledge claims. Various integrative techniques will be covered and practiced.

Method:

The primary method of learning is Socratic. Class discussion will explore questions arising from reading in the book and occasionally other materials. I will lecture some and then we will discuss the book and related ideas. In addition to the questions at the end of each chapter, there are chapter questions posted at www.virtualsalt.com/int. It is crucial that you come prepared to discuss and share ideas. 

I suggest you take good notes.

Requirements:

Requirements for this course are as follows:

1. Regular attendance. Do not miss more than one meeting. 

2. Class participation. Take an active part in the discussion. Be prepared with your reports.

3. Two brief research reports. You will locate articles or books for sharing and discussion in class. 

4. Two papers of 750 to 1250 words each, reported on in class briefly.

Grading:

Grading is based on a point system. 90 to 100 is an A, 80 to 90 a B, and so forth.

Plagiarism:

Be very careful on all writing assignments to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism occurs when an information source is not properly credited. Put quotation marks around all quoted words and cite all paraphrases or summaries or borrowed ideas. 

About the Professor:

My Ph.D. is in English from the University of California at Riverside. I have taught at the college and university level for more than 25 years. For more about me, see www.virtualsalt.com/bioblurb.htm.

Calendar for Integration of Faith and Learning

Fall, 2004

Sept. 2

Introduction

Sept. 9 
Integration, Ch. 1 

Sept. 16
Integration, Ch 2

Sept. 23
Integration, Ch. 3

Sept. 30
Integration, Ch. 4 

Oct. 7

Integration, Ch. 5

Oct. 14
Integration, Ch. 6

Oct. 21
Integration, Ch. 7



Paper Reports; Paper #1 due

Oct. 28
Integration, Ch. 8

Nov. 4

Integration, Ch. 9

Nov. 11
Integration, Ch. 10

Nov. 18
Integration, Ch. 11

Nov. 25
Thanksgiving Holiday; No Class

Dec. 2

Integration, Ch. 12

Dec. 9

Paper Reports; Paper #2 due

Dec. 16
Conclusion, Review, and Final Exam

